Parnell
the eve of great events* He made his only visit to Hawarden,
where he delighted the Gladstones with his amiability and
his practical sense* One night at dinner, Miss Gladstone,
who was his neighbour* said to him: " Mr* Parnell, who is
the greatest actor youVe ever seen ?" " Your father/* he
replied; and Mr* Gladstone chuckled* It must have seemed
to the old statesman* now in his eighty-first year, that this
strange young man, nearly forty years his junior, had a high
destiny before him* He noted in his diary that " he is
certainly one of the very best people to deal with that I have
ever known*" The scene was very fair then, and when
Parnell departed from Hawarden and stopped at Liverpool
to make a speech full of praise of the host he had lately left,
it seemed as if the uncrowned King of Ireland were about
to be crowned* But even while he was at Hawarden Captain
O'Shea was putting the match to the powder which was
presently to blow Parneirs power to pieces* On December 24,
1889, he filed a petition for divorce from his wife, citing Parnell
as co-respondent*
There is no need to recapitulate the case here* In itself
it was of no interest, nor did it reveal much that was not
already known* Sir Edward Clarke, who led for the peti-
tioner, has given an account of the case in his autobiography,
and it will be sufficient if we say here that Parnell, who was
not legally represented, refused to offer any defence and
compelled Mrs* O'Shea to withdraw hers* She had in-
structed her counsel, Mr* Frank Lockwood, Q*C*, to plead
connivance on the part of her husband and to counter-
charge him with adultery with her sister, Mrs* Stede* Both
these charges were withdrawn: they were also denied* A
decree of divorce, with the custody of all the children under
sixteen, was granted to the petitioner by Mr* Justice Butt
on Monday, November 17, 1890*
But we may note, with what irony we possess, one odd
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